134           REPER.USALS AND  RE-COLLECTIONS

sprightly as I am ? ' ' Why, Sir/ Dr. Johnson replied,
' I think I would almost be content to be as foolish/
Another young gentleman who suddenly enquired, ' Mr.
Johnson, would you advise me to marry ? ' received the
angry reply, ' I would advise no man to marry, Sir, who
is not likely to propagate understanding/

Boswell has the frankness to record some of the bites
he himself received from this old bear, as one of these
young gentlemen called him. Thus when he wrote that he
had been puzzling his poor head about Free Will, Johnson
answered:

' What have you to do with Liberty and Necessity ?
Or what more than to hold your tongue about it ? '

* So, Sir/ said Boswell, ' you laugh at schemes of
political improvement ? ' ' Why, Sir, most schemes of
political improvement are very laughable things/

' But is not the fear of death natural to man ?' 'So
much so, Sir, that the whole of life is but keeping
away the thoughts of it/

When a lady of noble sentiments, on hearing of excesses
indulged in by some people who were mentioned, said :
' I wonder what pleasure men can take in making
beasts of themselves '; in Dr. Johnson's reply there is a
tragic element: ' I wonder, madam, that you have not
penetration enough to see the strong inducement to this
excess; for he who makes a beast of himself gets rid of
the pain of being a man/

Johnson was deeply ashamed of himself; and his
self-contempt, as well as contempt for others, were
capable of being coined, as he coined them, into
shining phrases:

He that strives against nature, will for ever strive
in vain.

Grief is a species of idleness.

There is no wisdom in useless and hopeless sorrow;